Montessori: Program of Choice
In North Vancouver District 44 Public Schools
Parent Survey

Background:

¢ 13 Montessori Preschools on the North Shore with enrolment over 200 students

* Declining enrolment in the North Vancouver School District 44, West Vancouver increasing

e No North Vancouver District 44 public school Montessori

* The District mandate doesn't include Montessori education in the public system, so if the
District is faced with closing a school due to declining enrolment (for example by children who
now commute to West Vancouver to attend the International Bacclaurate prograim there),
Montessori CANNOT be considered. Such was the case with the proposed Balmoral closing,
the response committee was not permitted to even consider Montessori.

¢ Coquitlam, Richmond, Vancouver, New Westminster and Surrey all have public school
Montessori education (which can go to from Kindergarten to Grade 12), paid from taxes.

e This is expensive real estate here in North Vancouver, the District collects decent taxes,
but where is our Montessori program?

e The Ipsos-Reid Public Opinion Survey on Education choices in North Vancouver, paid for with
taxpayer money, neglected to ask about Montessori educational needs in the public system

* Over 200 preschool children per year graduate from the Montessori Preschool System on the
North Shore. Those students cannot currently continue their Montessori education in the public
school system on the North Shore.

Under Canada's Charter of Rights, we have equal access to education, but the distribution of education
is not equitable.

North Vancouver School District 44 needs to keep up with other Lower Mainland school districts and
offer Montessori as an Alternative Program in addition to other programs. So even though the
government collects the same taxes, it is up to the taxpavers to ensure we receive the benefits.
Obviously, on the North Shore, we are not only deprived of this alternate program offered in so many
other Lower Mainland Districts, but our School Board loses funds as students leave for programs in
other areas and unless we have attractive alternative programs as well, there is a net loss when it comes
to student enrolment numbers, and we are faced with the prospects of more schools closing.

This survey will assess the demand for a Montessori Program, beginning Grade 1, in the North
Vancouver School District. Results will be passed on to school administrators.

Thank you for your participation.

North Shore Montessori Society, Box 869, 1641 Lonsdale, N. Vancouver, BC VM 2J5






